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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other of my writings are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
I hope that the concept of real Christianity and the real God that we worship is much clearer now that we have studied somewhat the requirements.  We came back from San Francisco and had some shocks there about real/unreal Christianity as well as blatant atheism.  We visited a beautiful building called Grace Cathedral, a house of prayer for all people and functions in the Episcopal Diocese of California. This, the third building opened in 1964, as the third largest Episcopal cathedral in the nation.  It has the famous Ghiberti doors (The Gates of Paradise) at the entrance and has two labyrinths (one large one in the “sanctuary”), varied stained glass, medieval and contemporary furnishings, and a magnificent organ.  The building appears similar to Notre Dame and indeed is beautiful but ……  Their statement of belief is: “We believe in one God, known to us in Jesus Christ, also known by different names in different traditions.  We seek to transform the world, beginning with ourselves, celebrating the image of God in every person.  We are a house of prayer, worship, and service for everyone, welcoming all who seek an inclusive community of love.”  They also go on to say that God loves everybody – even the very wicked – without exception or reservation.  The labyrinths are used by people as a meditation device where people are to reflect on where they are in life, to let go of the details, to receive guidance, and to receive power to do the work your soul is calling you to do.  Inside the building are crosses and crucifixes, and murals depicting various acts in Biblical and modern times.  The pulpit has hosted Martin Luther King, Archbishop Tutu, and the Dalai Lama.  Windows show the commission of Christ; to teach, preach, baptize and heal.  Inside there also is the AIDS Interfaith Chapel to remember those who have died from AIDS, as well as survivors and caregivers.  
Based upon our study of Christianity and the identity of the “real God”, you should be able to identify a lot of problems with the above description of a place to worship Him.  Take some time now and write down the problems you have identified.  
While we were in San Francisco the newspaper had an article on a survey given to a statistically significant number of people with some more illuminating problems with how our society identifies God and worships Him.  The survey found that 58.3% of Americans agree with the statement: “many religions lead to salvation”.  The survey found that 61% of Evangelical Protestants and 46.4% of black Protestants say only Christians will get into heaven.  By contrast, 66.9% of Catholics say all of most non-Christians will get into heaven.  They were able to separate people’s beliefs in God to four categories:
1.) Authoritarian God (31.4%)
One who is angry at humanity’s sins and engaged in every creature’s life and world affairs.    These people are religiously and politically conservative people.  80.6% believe that gay marriage is always wrong.

2.) Benevolent God (23%)

One who still sets standards for mankind in the Bible but who gives many chances for people to get it right.  He is the forgiving God and more like the one who embraces his repentant prodigal son in the Bible.  65.8% believe that gay marriage is always wrong.

3.) The Critical God (16%)

This one has his critical eye on the world but he’s not going to intervene either to punish or to comfort.  They tend to picture god as the classic bearded old mano on high and less inclined to believe that he is active in the world.  These people are less likely to draw absolute moral lines on hot button issues such as abortion, gay marriage, or embryonic stem cell research.  54.7% say that gay marriage is always wrong.

4.) The Distant God (24.4%)

These people see god as a cosmic force that launched the world and then left it spinning on its own.  This picture of god has its strongest appeal for Catholics, mainline Protestants, and Jews.  These people are moral relativist, they are least likely to say any moral choice is always wrong, and among those who don’t attend church.  
A man who wrote the book “Recovering Catholics” says that God is the universe and that humanity is on its own.  He says that people who do wrong are punished in this world and that this world is all that there is.  He is certainly an atheist, which the survey found was representative of 10.8% of the population.  The survey says that secularization is increasing.   

This survey is a bit disgusting to me in that God is really not properly defined in any of these characterizations.  The church mentioned above also actually states the principle that God is not to be defined but is different to every person and they exist to meet the felt needs of every person.  
Our studies from the Bible show that Christians are well defined by a set of beliefs and that God is defined by the combination of all of those attributes as well as some more that we did not mention, but all of them have to be well-defined by the Bible.  We also saw what Bible translations we should include in our studies.  I believe that the combination of all of those studies well define the “real God”.  It also seems that a small decreasing percentage of people really believe in the “real God”.  We must let the Bible clearly define us as Christians and God as our Lord.  We must all be very discerning in our beliefs and not easily swayed by every popular religious theme.  God is very exclusive in choosing His family and we need to also be very exclusive in our worship.  We have a promise of what it will mean to live a true God-centered life:
2Tim 3:12 “And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”
Nevertheless, continue your commitment to the Word of God for we know:

2Tim 3:16 “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;

2Tim 3:17 that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”

